2 of- fe h . Mall, Gin. 1105. — AHeahe. of Step. Lohan, 
Lad. flax ten 110, Ze of bo bes, iGo, g, 


„„ 


— — 


* * 
. 
, 
* 
* 
\ 
X - 
* 
2 
* . F | 
- 
» 
* — 
* 
} 
_ 
* 
= 
% 
* 
7 
* 
= 
2 
a * 
"4 + 
A 


* 


: 


BURYSEDMUNDs | 


ou 


"1 nnn 
{ 4 5 * : * F 5 
Mr. Juſtice WRIGHT, 


41 THE 


* 


8 
F 


, 
_— 


fs A * 
p * — 


"A 2d 
4 wbliſhed at the Requeſt of the HER SHERIFF "4 
and GRAND IuxIES. ; 


- HT. TWEADY, A. M. ReQr. of inh. 


[ 
: 
1 ' 
- 
: — 
N n 1 * —_ ur — — 7 
- — — ö 
. 2 — 
0 , 7 . 
A * 1 , TC _ 
* * = o n 
, * 
. p wv 4% 
' N r 
18 * . 
* E 
* 
* 


85 


Printed for W. Caaranron. abe 


=_— 
” 
*— 
e 


. 
« * 4 p 
* 
1 
: 
— 
, — 
- 
* 
4. 
- 
"= , 
- W 
2 90 
* - 
G 
TS. 


— 5 
by « * * 
7 5 
* «> bo ? 
o nN Y 
* el 
\ 
7 
1 * — 4 
» „ = 
Fe . 
- 1 = * 
* W Lo F 
ww 4 | a 


\ 
* 
* 

ot ve 
* 

T1 
4 


* 


44 484% n 93934 kt tos att <dd> — 


— 13244 


* 1 


Sir John Barker, Bart. 


High Sheriff of the County of SUFFOLK; , 


AND TO THE 


+, 


GENTLEMEN of the GRAND Jois; 


For the GeLDaBLE, 
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Henry 1 E. Thomas Thorowgood, E/p 
Nicholas Jacob, En. ] Francis Deye, Ef, 
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ohn Aﬀeck, %: J Richard Williams, Z/; 
ohn Moore, Ey: 2 I William French, Ef; 
Giles Steward, %: Edward Goate, %: 
Coel Thornhill, E/; Ambroſe Kedington, E 
Richard Gideon Glanvill, Ef; Philip Hammond, Eq; 
Robert Plampin, Ey; William Scott, Ey; 
John Canham, E/: |] Tobias Ruſtat, Ejz; 
This SERMON (publiſhed at your Requeſt 
is cedicated, by, | 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
| AND 
Moſt Humble Servant, 
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Preach'd at 
c. ED MUND' BUR, &c. 


neee eee 


St. MATT: V. 17. 


Think not that I am come 75 deſtroy the ; 
or the Prophets, 1 am not come to detrey, 
but to IPG 


S the Tews were very early 
diſtinguiſhed from all other 

. ha Nations, by God's giving 
them one entire Body of 
YG Laws to regulate their Con- 
duct, in all Social and Civil, 
as well as Religious Duties; ſo this People 
ever retained the quickeſt Senſe of that high 
B Privilege, 


f 6] 


Privilege. And yet, notwithſtanding this 


ee Zeal for their Law, they oft 
fell into the moſt abominable Violations and 
| Trane of it. Great Abuſes and Cor- 
tuptions frequently crept into both Church 
and State; they generally, indeed, went 

in hand together; and the more the true 
Worſhip of God was at any Time neglected 
or corrupted, the more th y ſuffered alſo in 
their Civil Rig hts and Liberties, and/grodted 
under the 4D} Yoke of Oppreſſion. 


0 deliver them from this Miſery and 
Corll” God i in his Mercy was pleaſed, 
at ſundry Times, to raiſe up his holy Pro- 
phets, to remonſtrate againſt the Wickedneſs 
of the Age, and to turn them from their 
Backſlidings unto the Fractice of Righte- 
ouſnels and Holineſs, © | 


Wu x our. blefſed Lord entered upon 
the Courſe of his Publick Miniſtry, four 
hundred Years and more had paſſed, ſince 
any Prophet had been ſeen among them. 
Their wicked Doings had now gone ſo long 
uncontrolled, that the Teachers and Expoſt- 
tors of the Law had corrupted the Law it 


IF, and to gratify the Humour of the 
People, 


K& ; IG 
Pcople, and their own Avarice, they had, 
in many, Inſtances, made it void by their 
Traditions. So that he was to preach to the 
moſt bigotted People in the World; to Men 
that had a Zeal, even to Madneſs, for their 
Law; though, at the ſame time, they were 
200 groſly ignorant of the true Meaning of 

He was to lay open the Hypocriſy and 
a of their Teachers, and to reſcue 
the Law from their corrupt Gloſſes and In- 
terpretations, many of which were inveterate 
Errors, which had gain'd a Sanction by 
paſſing yncontroverted for ſeveral Ages, 


AND what was like to be the Conſe. 
quence of ſuch an Undertaking as this, he 
that knew ah) was in Man, could not but 
moſt plainly foreſee, Every the leaſt At- 
tempt to- confute the Errors, or to reproye 
the Vices of thoſe deceitful = wicked Men, 
that were naw at the Head of the J 
Affairs, muſt neceſſarily draw along with it 
their implacable Rage and Malice, who 
would not fail of repreſenting him to the de- 
laded Multitude, as one that came with an 
impious and traiterous Deſign, to ſubvert 
their Government, and 17 their Religion. 


oo THAT 
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Tur no Means, therefore, TO 1 left 
unattempted (though all at lt proved in- 


effectual) to guard this unhappy People from 


being deluded by the falſe Repreſentations 
of their Leaders, our Bleſſed Lord was moſt 
graciouſly pleaſed (before he entered upon 
a particular Diſcovery of the Corruptlons 
of the Law) frankly and openly to declare 
to them, what was the great . and Pur- 
poſe of his Miſſion. 


Think not that I am come to deſtroy the 
Law, or the Prophets. I am not come to 
defiroy, but to fu fill 


As if he had ſaid; tet no one ſo far im- 
poſe upon you, as to infuſe into you the 
leaſt Suſpicion or Jealouſy, that J have any 
evil Deſign, either againſt your Church or 
state: For I proſeſs ſolemnly, that my only 
Aim and Intention is not to deſtroy either, 
but to fulfill; to fill up what is wanting in 
them, to conbleat and perfect them, 


Wow the Time permit me to enter 
into a particular Hiſtory of the Life of the 


holy "Fefus, and to compare his Actions and 
n 


* 

Sufferings, and all the Circumſtances of 
them, with the Types and Prophecies in the 
Old Teſtament, it were eaſy to ſhew, that 
he was ſo far from deſtroying the Religror 
of the Jews, that he gave the greateſt Atteſ- 
tation to the Divine Authority of it; Nay, 
he not only confirmed the Truth of it, but 
he added a Luſtre and Beauty to it, un- 
known to the World before, 


I is wt pfl that the Blood of Bulk and n, x. 4 


of Goats ſhould take away Sins. The Sacrifices 
of the Law were but faint Shadows, the 
Out-Lines only of a Picture; And they had 
never appeared to ſo much Advantage before, 
as they have done fince they were filled up, 
and heightened, with 'the great Propitiatory 
Sacrifice upon the Crofs : This was the 
maſterly Stroke that finiſhed the Piece, tho 
Colouring that gave it Life, 


Bur fince the main Accuſation, upon 
which our bleſſed Savi our was tried for his 
Life before the Roman Governor, was that 
of a traiterous Attempt to ſubvert the Civil 
Eftabliſhment (a Charge indeed unſupported 
by any conſiſtent Evidence, and of which 
be was fairly and honourably acquitted by 
| his 


[ 10 [] 
his udge; : -though afterwards; by the ſame 
Judge, upon the tumultuous Clamours of 
the People, and the High Prieſts, meanly 
delivered up to their Rage ;) And ſince the 
Adverſaries of Chriſtianity, till continue to 
reproach it, as an Inſtitution no way favour- 
able to private Friendſhip, or ta Zeal for the 
Publick and our Country*; it will not, I hope, 
be thought an unſeaſonable Employment of 
your Time or Attention, to take a ſhort 


View of his Life and Doctrine; ſo far, at 


leaſt, as they tend to form our Morals, and 
to influence our Conduct in iel or 1 | 


Les 533 1 
Han he e the eaſt Thought 


of deſtroying any of the Natural or Civil 


Rights of Mankind, it muſt have appeared, 


either in a Contempt of the Authority of 


the Magiſtrate, or in an Unconcernedneſs 


for the Good of his Country, or laſtly, in a 


Diſregard to the Duties which ariſe from 
our Intimacies and F riendſhips with one 


another. But where will you find, in the 


whole Courſe of his Life, the leaſt Shew 
of a Failure in any of theſe Tn $9 


— 


— — 


1 CharaQeiticks Yal. L p. 98, 99. 


4 ry 


He 


noitte O Parsenn or four "IRON 

Hz lived in the World : at SS Time hed 
the Sceptre was newly departed from Judah; 
and the Jewos.wete become Tributary to the 
Romans Upon vrhich great Revolution the 
Nation whs divided into two oppoſite Parties, 
each of which ran oftentitnes. (as Parties 
generally do) into the maſt violent Extremes. 
They who followed the Court, paid ſuch. 3. 
ſervite Obedience to all its Dictates, that 
they made no Scruple of. ſacrificing their 
Religion, upon many Occaſions, to the Will 
of their Prince. The other Side were ſo 
infatuated with the Notion of the antient 
Dignity of their Nation, that they were 
very loath to ſabmit to that Foreign Power 
which they were not able to reſiſt; and ſo 
perſuaded the People that it was not n 
6 ta: grue 7. ribute. uno . ot. 


1 this critical Conant. + the Holy 
Feſus has left us an Example of the moſt 
untainted Loyalty, 


WI EV ſome of the Heads of the two 
* Parties applied to him (though it 
was with an inſidious and wick ed Deſign to 
entrap him in his Words) for a Determina- 

tion 


tion of that ſo-much controverted Queſtion, 
is it lawful to give Tribute unto Cæſar, or not? 
He made no Scruple of deciding; it in favour 
of the Emperor: And at the ſame Time, he 
took Occaſion to lay down the true Meaſures 
of our Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate; 
od; teaching us, that it is our Duty to obey him, 
1 in every Thing that is not contrary to the 
| Matt.xxii. Law of God, Render unto Cæſar the Things 
| | n which are Calar's, and unto God tbe 11 224 
| which are God's.c0 21220 . ON 


lh Warn he perceived that the Mattieade 
= i - had a Deſign to fake him by Force' to make 
il him a King, he was fo far from embracing, 
i! that he would not ſo much as give them an 
jþ Opportunity of making their wicked Pro- 

poſal to him, but, to prevent it, he imme- 

diately withdrew himſelf from them, and 5 
* vi. parts again into a Mountain, Agel If alone, 


of 
* 
9 

"Hh 7 1 


AND when the fame People, enraged at 

this Diſappointment, conſpired againſt his 

john xvii, Life, and came with Officers from the Chief 
3. Prieſts and Phariſees to apprehend him, fo 
much he abhorred all Thoughtsof Reſiſtance) 

that although it was in his Power to have 
commanded Legions of Angels to protect 

| him, 


1131 

him, yet he peaceably ſurrendered himſelf, 

and rebuked theZeal of that forward Diſciple, 

who had raſhly drawn his Sword in his De- 
fence; telling him, that all they that tale Matt. ri. 
the Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword: -1 


Ir is no Wonder, i that his Pro- 
teſtation before Pilate, that h:s Kingdom 15 John xviii. 
not. of. this World, ſhould gain Credit with 36 
bim, when it was ſupported by a Life and 
A 0 eremplariy loyal. A 


S indeed, makes no Alte- 
ration in the Civil Rights or Liberties of 
Mankind; but it leaves them all juſt as it 
finds them. As it exempts no one from the 
Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate, but 
obligeth 'EvERy Soul to be ſubject 2 the Rom. xili. 
higher Powers ; ſo neither does it forbid any 
one to make uſe of ſuch lawful Means as the 
Government he lives under allows him, to 
defend himſelf from, or to obtain reaſon- 
able Satisfaction for, any Act of Oppreſſion 
or Injuſtice done or offered unto him. And 
therefore we find that when St. Paul had 
been besten and impriſoned, uncondemned, 
he inſiſted upon a publick Reparation to he 
made to him r who bog 
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Ac xvi. 
37, 8, 9. 


Acts xxv. 
TE; 


Matt. x. 
5, 6. 


_ [ ©] 

thus injuriouſly treated @ Citizen of Rome. 
And afterwards, when he was arraigned be- 
fore Feftus, who would have ſent” him to 
Jeruſalem 0 be judged there, he pleaded the 
ſame Privilege z and, to decline the partial 
Juchcaturs of his Enemics, he r unte 
Cæſar. oe 

Pp was thd L ad Doliriab of our 
Lord with Relation to the Civil Magiſtrate: 
And his Love to bis Country was no leſs 
conſpicuous, than his Loyalty. It was no 
ſmall Teſtimony of it, that when he com- 
miſſioned his Diſciples to preach the Goſpel, 
he commanded them not 79 go into the Way 
of the Gentiles, nor into any City of the 
Samaritans, © buf rather to tbe mm Sheep of 


_ the Hoſe of Iſtael. And the barbarous 


Uſage that he met withal from tiiis un- 


grateful People,” gave him an Opportunity 
of ſhewing the World, that theſe tender 


Sentiments were ſo deeply engraven upon 
his Heart, that nothing, could efface them. 
In the midſt of continual Reproac hes and 
Perſe cutions, he unweariedly perſiſted; for 
the Space of three Years, to exhort them, 
with the uttnoſt Tenderneſs and Affection, to 


"conſider the Pings "which belonged" ro therr 
Peace, 


[ xs ] 


Peace. He was. perpetually calling upon 
them to repent of their Wickedneſs, to 
lay aſide their unnatural: Animoſitjes and 
Diviſons, and to prevent the dreadful 
Judgments of God, + Which, hovered over 
their Heads, ready to fall upon them. And 
at laſt, when he perceived they were fo 
blind to their own Intereſt, and ſo deaf to 

all; his. Intreaties, that their utter Ruin and 
Deſtruction was unavoidable; his Grief 
and Concern for them, ſwoln too big to be 
expreſſed by . purſt aut into a Flood 
of 75 35 
en 4.5 gre) « "wie 


0 gu 2. 
1 r. we e le him inp his Retiremepts, 


and look into. the more private Scenes of 
his Life, we ſhall there find. that he was no 
Stranger to the particular Endearments of 
Friendſbip, and far from e an Eaux 
to the Duties of it. . 


Is F 


THERE is no Word, perhaps, ſo littie 
underſtood, or ſo much abuſed, as That of 
Friend/hip.:, We are all of us but too ready 
to call all ſuch Perſons Friends, as are any 
Ways cloſely linkt and combined together 
even although it be in the carrying on 

C 2 the 


He . beheld 1 the Gy, and. . _ XIX. . 


[8] 

1s the moſt unlawful or wicked Erterprize: 
5 Whereas, in Truth; the beſt Name which 
| 


il [ Theſe deſerve, is that of Arcomplices or Con- 
ih | ſprratort, according as the Villainy they are 
ſ Poop Fog 


is ur 1 | 

| Tuts Abiiſo r -Whell und e 5 

ii apt to lead us into the rii6ſt dangerous Miſ- 

| takes. Nothing but This could are made 

a noble Inquirer concting Virtus, Wunder 
fo far out 2 his Way; as to Lok -for it 
(where no anprcſadicdy Perſon would ever 
expect to find it) among a Gang of ' High? 
waymen, * A Ruffian (ſays this cele- 
brated Phitoſopher) Wo out of a Senſe of 
15 Fidelity and Honour of any Kind, refuſes 

4800 diſcover his Affoclates, and rither that 
„ betray them, is coritent to elidure/Tor- 
% ments and Death, © Has Dome 
« Principle of you howeter he may 
7 A it. 1 


TR 1s is a ruin Wulle to 4 
Government, that a moral Heathen Would 


” Cri 3 concerning 2 irtue, v al. U. 
at 38, 39. 


have 


[49] 
have bluſtied at it &. For if this were once 


— — b — — — 
It were to be wiſhed, tne they wha are imeconciteable 
Enemies to Revrlition, ee 

Reaſon ; and ve 1 We ch & 
LEY or an Apoſtle, ey would however ſhew ſome 
ang the 2h Iofepbieal Drgudrith of dfie of the wiſeft 


A0, b in his Thaariſe of Friendly, tells us, ** That 
« ew Thing 10 o cond, that. F 

er ſubfiſt but among thoſe beats Good, — Firtue 
1 z and it is 
** impoſſible there ſhould be any Friendſhip, — 2 


FAG AMT 1b f N 


ae wher el. ee poor Dp des 
60 ea. of, as in other Crimes, ſo alſo if 
„that he 0 HSE — 


of his ae And 
mr re e e his Nele Nad be a Ege in 
ry F. rr think n low 
- ri s, not to ves to be 
ec 55 they — not forſake their Frendr When 
„ing en Deſigns againſt thei 
28 ſays he, ought to be brought 
& And the ſame Puni Eee ſeduced, 
«ax to the \Ringte of wicked 


ver bei to be /creened under a Pretence of Friend/bi but 
15 oo — =: 


with the genre 
Wd militia Ne * 


[ Hee Ler in Ati at pig 

turper, nec faciamus ra i pres enim Excuſatio 33 
minime accipienda, tit w J Nabe um i puis contra 
rempub. ſe Amici cauſa 2 fateatur. 

Præcipiendum eft bonis, ut, fi in ejuſmodi Amicitias ignari 
eafu tliquo intillerint, ne exif , ita ſe alligatis, ut ab 
amicis,' magha magia hl rt in remp. Geccantibus, non diſcedant | : 
improbis autem pœ na ft ft > nec vero minor is, gui 


feciti eruht alteriin iis, qui tf fr fuerit myictatis 


Wices, — Talis impro conſenſio non modo txcu/atione 
Amicitiæ tegenda non x 2h ſed | — cl | ſapplicio vindicanda. 
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[ 48 } 

admitted to be true, it might lead Men, in 
a corrupt Age, to imagine, that if any one 
ſhould be ſo deſperately wicked as to engage 
himſelf in a criminal Conſpiracy, to employ 
the Monies of the Publick- Purpoſes. de- 
ſtructive of the Conſtitution,” it would be 
Virtue in him not to diſcover the Conſpi- 


rators N be aig | dein eee 


0 
OR? 


- Bui! Hake is publick Y7 virtue, ot "Teh 
one's Country, in either of theſe Cafes 1 Moſt 


thels be facrificed to a \ Phantom of Honour, 
as we begin to 4b, our. native 9 We 
begin to enjoy the Bleſſings of that Govern- 
ment we are born under; and, conſequently, 
we are laid under an immediate Obligation, 
to contribute (as ſoon as we are able to act) 
all that is in our Power, to the Support and 
Preſervation of it: And theſe natural En- 
gagements can never be cancelled, by 

private Alliances or Confederacies which 


we may e enter Who. js ape: 


% 


** 


Sven Friendſhips of the World a as Theſe, 
it muſt be owned, our bleſſed Lord was 
wholly unacquainted with. But a virtuous 


Friendſhip, grounded upon true Merit (and 
none 


[19 ] 
none are worthy of the Name but ſuch) he 
has, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, recommended 


to ws, an well by his Example as by bis 


in vet 


"Fox al nnd by wreaks c e 


in a familiar Manner, with all Mankind --- 


n Publicans and Sinners, 
) yet he made 


(not excepting 
in order to do 


Choice of three of his Diſciples to be his 


more intimate Friend and Companions ; one 
of which being endued with the moſt ami- 
able Temper, had viſibly the Aſcendant over 
the others in his Affections. And no greater 


Teſtimony. could have been poſſibly given 


us, of the entire and indiſſoluble Union of 
Manner with which the bleſſed % (hang- 
ing on the Croſs in the midſt of their im- 
placable Enemies) committed the Care of 
his deſolate Mother to this beloved Diſciple, 
and that generous/Ardour with which his 
Friend received, and executed, ſo great a 


Charge. When Jeſus ſaw his Mother, and john xix; 
the Diſciple, ſtanding by, whom be loved, he 20, 27- 


faith unto his Mother, Woman, behold thy 
Son, Then faith be to the Dieb behold 
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thy Mother. And from that: Hour that Di 


ciple took her unto bis own bame. 


H x hs given us, by his Apoſle, the 
beſt Rules and Directions for chuſing, cul- 
tivating, and preſerving our Friendſhips. 
Eph.v.11. Commanding us to have no Fellawſhip with 
the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs; not to 
make any Friendſhips with wicked Perſons; 
1Theſll v. exhorting us to comfort the feeble-minded, ani 
+ to ſupport the weak, which are the trueſt 

Expreſſions of Friendſhip. And no entire 
Friendſhip can ever be laſting, without ob- 


ſerving the Chriſtian Duty of une, 
. X. unn EE 19 


12. 


14561 


Tus, 1 hope, may ſuffice to vindicaie 
our holy Religion, and the bleſſed Author 
of it, from the vile Reproackes and Calum- 

nies that have been caſt upon both, as if 
they were Enemies to the publick or private 
Peace and Happineſs of Mankind. He came 
not to deſtroy the Law, or the Prophets.--No, 
ſo far e he came to fulfill them; 
to ſecure and enforce Obedience to the 
Laws of the Civil Magiſtrate, and to — 
and improve all ſocial Ve W 


17 


ſa] 


Iris — e hd an mit 
able Deſect in all human Laws, that they 
extend no farther than to our outward Acti- 
ans; they take no Cognizance of our in- 
ward Thoughts and Affection, be they ever 
ſo wicked. or miſchievous. In ſome Criminal 
Caſes indeed, the Offender is charged, in his 
Inditment; with 'a Makce prepenſe ; and to 
Imagine, or conſpire the Death of the King, 
s very juſtly declared to be High Treaſon 
by our Laws : But ſtill there muſt be ſome 
Overt-A# to manifeſt this Conſpiring, or 
this Malice, before. any human Judicature: 
can take Notice of them; So-that the Power | 
of the Givil Magiſtrate extends generally-no 
farther; than to redreſs tlie Injured, and to 
puniſh the Guilty, after the Offence: or 
Crime is committed: He cannot ordinarily. 
prevent the Commiſſion of them. But our 
bleſſed Lord (to whom all Hearts are known, 
and from whom no Secrets are hid) is privy 
to, and Fudge of our moſt ſerret Thoughts, 
even before they break out into Action; 
and therefore he has abſolutely forbidden 
the very firſt Motions and Tendencies of our 
Hearts towards every kind of Evil. And 
ſo, by ſtopping up that corrupt Fountain, 
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from whence proceed Adulteries, Pornications, 
Murthers, Thefts, and all Manner of Wicked- 
fieſs; He has moſt happily prevented many 
Crimes being committed againſt the Peace 
and Order of Government. And thus 
Obedience to the Laws of the Land i is moſt 
— ſecured by our Nen. 


Anorhrx confiderable: Advantage to 
Civil Government (and that which moſt 


ſtrongly enforces Obedience to all its Laws) 


Heb. vi. 6. 


is owing to that great Reformation, which 
our Lord has made in the Abuſe of Oaths ; 
and the clear Light, in which he has ſet the 
Obligation of them: An Oath for Confirma- 
tion, is the End of all Strife. It is the 
greateſt Security that one Man can give to 
another, for the Truth of any Thing, which 
he either promiſes or aſſerts: And as ſuch, 

it is the Baſis and Support of all Gee 
ment; upon which depend our Allegiance 
to our King, and our peaceable Enjoyment 
of our Liberties and Properties. Nothing, 
therefore, could have been thought of more 
conducive to the Publick Good of every 
Civil Eſtabliſhment, than * great Care, 

which our Lord has taken, to preſerve in 


the Minds of All a juſt Revirthee of the 
Sacredneſs 


[ 23 ] 

Sacredneſs of an Oath; by forbidding the 
profane Uſe of it in common Converſation; 
— an awful Senſe of the Obligation of it, 
by cleau revealing to us a moſt tremendous 
Judgment to come, when God ſhall judge Rom. ü. 
the Secrets of Men. An unbeliever may e 
eaſily ſwallow every Oath, that any Govern- 
ment ſhall think fit to impoſe upon him; 
and yet he may ſtill be at Liberty to perpe- 
trate the greateſt Villainy, whenever he thinks 
himſelf ſecure from any Diſcovery or Con- 
viction ; for he lieth under no Reſtraint, but 
that of the Sword of ' the Civil Magiſtrate. 

But the, Chriſtian is ſteady. and uniform in 
his Obedience: He is as much afraid of 
tranſgreſſing the Laws in private as in pub- 
lick, being ſubjef? not only for Wrath,. but Rom. xii, 
alſo fe Conſcience Salle. s; 


Bu T the greateſt Excellency of. the 
Chriſtian Religion (and the laſt which 1 
| ſhall mention) is that vaſt Improvement and 
Enlargement of all Social Virtues, which the 
bleſſed Feſus has made, by laying down, his 
Life for his Enemies, and giving us that 
great and new Commandment, that we Love john xv. 
one another, as he hath loved us: That we 11 _ 


Love our Enemies, To Love them that 44. 
D 2 Love 
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Love us, is natural: This is no more than 

what any Heathen might do. But to for- 
give Injuries, and to love our Enemies, is a 
Height of Goodneſs, which the beſtof their 
Philoſophers could never attain to: And yet. 
it is a Precept, that above all others condu- 
ceth moſt to the Peace and- Ves of 


ber R this Chriſtian Virtue of x Chority, not 
only deſtroyeth that narrow Principle wy 
Selfiſhneſs, which is the Root of all thoſe 
Evils which diſturb the Peace of Society; 
ſo that no Man of a truly Chriſtian Spirit, 
can be knowingly and wilfully the Aggreſſor 
in any Quarrel : But it diſpoſeth us likewiſe, 


whenever we meet with Men of a contrary 


Diſpoſition, meekly to bear with their In- 


| firmities; to paſs by, as well as to forgive, all 


tolerable Offences; and, in Matters of a 
higher Nature, not to avenge ourſelves, but 
to leave the Deciſion of our Cauſe to the 
righteous Judgment of God and his Mini- 
ſters. How hard ſoever this may ſeem to 
Fleſh and Blood, it is one of the kindeſt 
Reſtraints that ever was laid on human Na- 


ture: For Y. engeance properly belongeth unto 


| the Lord; and it is too dangerous aWeapon 


to 


[ 25 ] 

to be truſted in the Hands of any Man, 
when he is Judge in his own Cauſe. We are 
all of us but too prone, from an overween- 
ing Opinion of ourſelves, and a too great 
Contempt of others, to be very partial in 
our own Fayour, Hence an undeſigned 
Miſtake is magnified into a wilful Injury; 
and the Reſentment that we ſhew on the 
Occaſion, being much greater. than the 
ſuppoſed Fault deſerv'd, the Aggreſſor is 
provoked, in his Turn, to "retaliate in the ame 

unjuſt Manner, till a Quarrel, begun -upon 
the moſt trifling Occaſion, ends oftentimes, 
molt tragically, in Blood: All which micht 
have been eafily N at firſt, by ob- 
ſerving this Commandment of our Lord. 
So true is that Concluſion of the Apoſtle; 


Love worketh no ill to his Neighbour, there- Rom: xl 


fore Love 1s the fulfilling of 8 Lato. 


Fon this ſhort and imperfe&t View of 
the Life and Doctrine of our bleſſed Lord, 
it moſt evidently appears to be no leſs the 
Intereſt, than the Duty of every Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, to encourage and ſupport the Profeſ- 
hon of Chriſtianity; and to diſcountenance 
and guard againſt the ill Conſequences of all 
fuch fallacious Schemes of Virtue and Mora- 
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Jity, as are, from Time to Time; obtruded 


upon the World by een 


To debauch the Principles and Morals of 
the People, may be a ſucceſsful Engine to 
advance the particular Intereſts ' of ambi- 
tious and deſigning Men, who are thirſting 
after Power and Wealth: But it can never 
promote, it is utterly inconſiſtent with, the 
Good of the Publick. For, let a Man's Pro- 
feſſions of Zeal for the Service of the King, 
or for the Liberty of his Country, be never 
ſo warm; if he makes no Conſcience of the 
Means he uſeth to get himſelf into Power, 
it is hardly to be —.— that he ſhould 


| ſhew any in the Exerciſe of it. Power that 


3s acquired by ſuch baſe Methods as Bribery 
and Corruption, muſt be ſupported by worſe, 


if poſſible, by Trjuſtice and Oppreſſion, 


Trax Experience of all Ages has con- 
firmed the Truth of the wiſe Man's Aphoriſm; 
. Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a 
Reproach unto ay People. 


May the diſmal Effects of that Party- 
Rage, which hath been too long devouring 
the Treaſure of the Nation, and preying 

| upon 


[ 21 ] 
upon the Vitals of our Religion, teach us all, 
ere it be too late, to know the * that 


belong fo our Peace, 


IT is the Happineſs of our Conſtitution, | 
that the true Intereſt of our King and that 
of our Country, are inſeparable ; And it is 
the Excellency of our Religion, that it 
obligeth us to have a juſt Regard to both. 


Wouvr p we then, in good earneſt, ſee 
the Intereſt and Di gnity of .the Crown 
effectually ſupported ; and, at the fame time, 
the juſt Rights and Liberties of the People 
inviolably 7 — ?——The only Way to 
attain both theſe deſirable Ends, is for every 
one of us, in our reſpective Stations, to uſe 
our utmoſt Endeavours to promote the fincere 
Practice of our holy Religion. 


Fox that Man will ever be found to be 
the moſt faithful Servant to his King, and 
the trueſt Friend to his Country, who is 

the beſt Chriſtian. 


IN one Word; if we would Jive quiet and 1 Tim. ij 
peaceable Lives, it muſt be in all Godlineſs *: 
and Honeſtly, And if we but ſeek firſt the 
| | Kingdom 
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